APPENDIX,

We saw earlier in this pamphlet what had become of the "Perspectives®
of Comrade- Grant published as recently as January 1973, We here re-
pubiish the CHARTISTS' perspectives and positicn on the General
Strike published as long ago as April 1977, The following was the
lead~a®ticle of Vol, 1 Noy 5 of the CHARTIST, which was then the
bulletin of  the Young Chartists, Readers may judge for themselves
which position has been borne out by events,

DANGER-—GCENERAL STRIEER:!

(April 1971).

FOR- ALL SECTIONS CF  THE LABOUR AND REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS NOW THE
life-or-death guestion is not "Will there be a Genersl Strike?" but
"How do we prepare for it?. That a General Strike—-in fact a working-
class upsurge of far greater proportions than 1926~—ig being slowly
prepared by the present class-conflict between the trgde unions and

the Tory Government cannot be doubted, That the TUC itself on March - o
18 was forced to vote on the guestion shows how far we have come

gince the fight against %in Place of Strifed, Inevitably, the wvote
went against a strike. .. :

But the sheer scale of the TIC demonstration in February, the almost
unanimous response to the AEF and P&GWU's "Kill the Bill" strikes in
Varch, the bowing of whole sections of the official TU leadership to
the shop~floor demand for a one-day General Strike——these are events
whose higtorical significance is wholly beyond the grasp of today's
working-class "leaders® even on the "Left¥,

Suddenly, almost without warning, the whole situation in which we "
find ourselves has changed, Suddenly decisive sectorgs——even if as yet
a minority-—of the working class have become politicised as they have
never been for decades-——-one can even say since the early and middle -
"twenties, The March strikes were.the biggest political strikes since
1926, The idea of political strike action has taken root and will dog
the "moderate™ leaders increasingly as the Tories try to impose their
fines and laws, ' : '

“And all the time the mood of hitherto "moderate® workers in their
willions has hardensd and become bitter as this Govermment's class—
face has been revesled. With unemployment approaching the million mari,
with prices literally soaring in every sector, with the lowest of low-
paid groups such as the postmen bheing savagely victimized while police
and top civil servants get favoured treatment-—and with class measures
such a8 the "economic rents® policy to top the lot=—the demand to
bring down this Tory Government is becoming a popurlar rallying-cry even
apart from opposition to the “Industrial Relstions Bill®,

In the coming period anything could happen., The economic crisis is
becoming desperate and allows little leeway for the ruling class,

Every section of the psople must be oppressed, BEvery major strike now
becomes a political conflict with repercussiong far beyond the industiry
~directly concerned. And strikes are getting longer and more bitter, The
postmen will not forget or forgive. With them, the Tories were lucky.
But 'defeats' such as the postmen's—=if piled up one on the other—are
the kind of events which have led men to the barricades., One false

move by the Tories against a section of workers in the future could
provoke a revolt in which the pent-up anger of millions of until-now
patient, long-suffering and Ymoderated trade-unionigtg-—-joined by that
of housewives, tenants and youth who have hardiy thought politically
before——exploded in a full-scale revolutionary upsurge and General
Strike to put 1926 in the shade,

The terrible danger in all this ariges precisely from the fact that
our political "leaders"™ are almost oblivious as to what it means. Some




Labour Members of Parliament and right-wing trade union leaders, it is
true, understand quite well what is happening and are consciously
striving to lead us to defeat, They know full well that a full-scale
General Strike would imperil capitalism itself, they have come down on
capltalism’s side and they are deliberately aiming to split and weaken
the Labour movement, ,

- But by far the most influential leszders nowadays are those on the
“Mleft?, either in the Comminist Party or on the trade—union wing of.
the Labour Party, and here the main trouble is the most hopeless cone
fugion, and a seif-delusion which deludes those who listen o them,
too, Here, co-existent with a more or less vague desire for "socialism®
is a most pitiable fear of the employing class, fear of the state and
the army, fegr of provoking a real conflict and strugegle for working
class power, "What happens after a General Strike? Are we advocating
revolution and civil disorder?® asked Jack Peel at the TUC Special
Congress, This right-~winger was successful in frightening the deleg-
ates, They want to believe that a show—down can be avoided——and s0-
they tell themselves and their supporters that it can, that “reason®
and fnegotiations® and "pressure” will settle things to the satisfact-
ion of all concerned, L

The terrible danger isg that this leaves millions of our fellow-
workers unprepared for the decisive show—down which is now inevitable,
We are in a pogition in which a revolutionary situatlion ig apprcaching.
A General Strike i's going to come, whether we like it or not. But-a
General Strike is a terrible weapon for those who are not prepared to
handle it., A General Strike meang that we challenge the congtitution
and government. We must be prepared to face the troops being brought
in against us. . We must know how to appeal to the troops, how to win
them %o our side, how to link their desire for democracy within the
army to our own movement for democracy in industry and in goclety. A
General Strike mezns that we either win or we lose. It poses the
quastion of power. Either we and the whole labour .movement take hold
of the power of the sgtate, or we are crushed for a whole period., A
- General Strike is not something to be treated flippantly. Any "leader"
who demands an . unlimited General Strike must be asked: VAnd what is
your strategy for winning it? Should we follow you, how do you propose
leading ‘us to the armed conguest of power?" People who shout iGeneral
Strikel, General Strike!"™ and refuse to answer.that guestion should be

exposed as the ¥Wrevolutionary® charlatans they are.

When the Socialist Labour League, rank<and-file Commurnist Party
members and large sections of the shop stewards' and trade union move-
ment ralse the demand for a General Strike we CHARTISTS say:

"Yes! A General Strike really is the only way to defeat the Tory
Government and its anti-union legislation! But to be successful
a General Strike must transform itself into a full-scale soclal
revolution. If we are not ready for a social revolution—and the
whole labour movement ghould be ready for this—then we are not
ready for a General Strike, and if we were pushed into such a
strike it could only end in a fiasco.¥ ?

That is how ocur position is put. We give meither an abstract "Yes" nor
an abstract "Neo' to the call for a General Strike, but rather explain
what the General Strike reslly means, solidarizing ourselves with the ,
demand for a General Strike, raising it to the demand for the seizure
of power itself, and at the same time warning of the dangers of a
General Strike whose objective is anything short, of armed insurrection,
preparing the movement for the future tasks confronting it and doing
2ll we. can to prevent an adventuristic or premature outbreak.

Yes, this is a "cautious™ approach. But far from being "refcrmist®
or "compromigist™ the Young Chartists in this respect are zcting in
a " - B

-




the best traditions of Bolshevism, If we have our way, then when we
embark on the General Strike the whole movement will hzve been prep~
ared in advance, and we will utilise the opportunity toc conquer the
armed power of the state.

To seize power under a Tory Government would not be easy, The ideal

. under present circumstances would he for the Government to be forced
into resignation by the threat of a General Strike, or by such nation-

" wide and planned industrial and political mass action as simply made
it impossible for the Tory Government to govern. Do we support those
who demand "A General Strike to force the Tories to resign®? Of
course we dol! A General Strike really could force the resignation of
this gevernment, and really could bring to power a Labour Government
which would leglslate a Socliallst programme—but that is because a
General Strike poses the gquestion of power, disintegrates and shakes
the ruling apparatus to its roots, infects the Army, the civil ser-
vants, the mags-media workers ete., and thereby makes possible the
seizvre of power by the labour movement and working class. A General
Strike leadership whose aim was simply to call off the strike in re-
turn for a General Election would be worse than useless, From an
objective standpoint it would be criminal. Just as one does not use
& sledge-hammer to knock in a pin, one should not use a General
strike %o obtain elections to decide which new repreésentatives of the
bourgeoisie should govérn the working class. If one uses the General
Strike weapon i1t should be treated with the respect it deserves and
used as an integral part of the soccial revolution and a means of cone
guering state power. Otherwise only disaster can follow,

1f there were a General Strike against the Tory Government in the
near future, if the whole apparatus of the bourgeois state became
paralysed, 1f the troops were sent against us and their officers.
feared they would refuse to shoot, if workers began to occupy their
factories, and then....the Tories promised elections and the strike
were called off-—then what would bhe the result? The ruling class
would have received the fright of its 1ife, It would believe=—rightly-—
that its very existence as a class had been threatened, Its Tory
representatives would feel=—rightly-——that they had won a lucky victory
in getting the developing revolution nipped in the bud so easily in
exchange for elections. The militant workers would feel cheated and
defeated, having tasted power only to be robbed of it, The Tories
would revel in their victory, the workers' leaders would be howled
-down by the bourgecis press, "law and order' would appear victorious,
the political parties would vie with each other for the "law and
ocrder® vote——and the outcome of the elections would he a foregone con-
clugion. The possibility of a new General Strike might not arise for
a whole period, and a "Labour Government with a Socialist Programme®
would be = prospect no lesa digtant.

We support the slogan "for a General Strike %o brlng down the Tory
Government™ because we support the socialist programme, the working
class seizure of power and the nationalization of the monopolies by
a workers' government, As far as the Young Chartistsg are concerned,

" we would be guite happy to lead an armed insurrection and a working
class seisure of power tomorrow, However, that possibility simply is

«not on the agenda, ¥or is i1t on the agenda for any of the other
MMarxist? groupings in the country. The mass of ordinary workers have
‘not even heard of us, let alone recognized us as "leaders", Our task

~ds to gain cxredibility for the idea of revolution, for the idea of
selzing power, and to do this will require =z long, 1ong pericd, prob-
ably many years, of patient work in the trade unions, in the comop=-
erative movement, in the Labour Party and in every other part of the
labour movement, We must know how to unite our forces with those of
othexr sections of the movement, how fto pariicipate in the day~te-day
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struggle for econemic demands, how to get results, how to retreat as
well as how to advance., We must become a real power in the movement,
and we will not do that by issuing abstract demands for instant
General Strikes.

We would be ready for a General Strike and a seizure of power
tomorrow——if the working class followed our lead, If we were in the
place of Vic Feather and the leaders of the Labour Party-—i.e, if we
had the mass support they have-—we would be in a position to throw
out the Tories and seize state power without delay, and we would do
50, We would use our position to strengthen the whole working class,
bringing the authority and weight of the TUC and Parliamentary ILabour
Party behind gvery strike action in defence of wages and conditions,
ensuring that no section of the movement was left isolated, forecing
the Tory Government to confront the whole weight of the labour move-
ment at every point, forecing concessions out of them on wages, the
£20 National Minimum wage, Equal Pay, a rent and price freeze, mob-—
ilizing huge demonstrations not to Vlet off steam® but to reveal the
movement's strength and to help all sections of the working population
identify with it and feel its power as thelr own, If-—in the ILabour
leaders' place—we really dug our heels in against the Tories and eme-
ployers, 1f we really used the strength available to us, if we uncon-—
ditionally backed the shop stewards', tenants' and other movements
from Congress House and from Parliament, if we used all the means of
propaganda at our disposal to igsue our class appeal and won actual
gains for the people despite the Tories and employers——then the whole
welght of the working class would rally in a bedy to our support., Even
more backward workers and large sections of the middle class would be
convinced in action that we were a movement and a Labour Party pre-~
pared to back them and defend their interests come what maEY

such a force as this could topple the Tories almost without efforst.
We would demand elections, If the Tories refused to hold them, then a
General Strike——prepared in advance---could be called, we could take
over our factories and places of work and eleckions could be held
through our own labour movement organizations and under our own
auspices, If the Tories allowed a General Election, that would be
better still, and we would use the General Strike to take power after
agguning office in Parliament. With the press and mass media taken out
of the control of the millionaires and operated by the journalists,
techniciang and workers themselves, the Tories would bhe unlikely to
win another election again, And if the Labour Party became what it
should be and what it was originally set up to be—that is, an organ-
ization embracing all the working-class parties and unions within it---
we in the Labour Party would be in a position where we held power
rermanently, and elections were held not to decide between Tory and
Labour but only to decide the composition and policies of the Labour
Government,

We would immediately proceed to legislate the nationalization of the
glant monopolies=--Ford, ICI, the Insurance Companies—without compen-
sation and under workers' control, We would ruthlessly crack down on
ary attempt to "mutiny® in support of the "Crown® or the cld order, if
necessary appealing to the trocps against their officers, arming the
entire working class if need be, That ig how we would act if we were
in the shoes of the trade union and Labour leaders in the period
ahead, That course of action is what we mean by our ¥socialist pro-
gramme', That is how we pose our demand that the TUC and Tabour lead-
ers call a General 8trike to force the Tories to resign. For us it is
part and parcel of the programme of revolution which we openly preclaim.

¥* ¥* * #
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